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DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING IN AFRICAN 
CITIES: EXPLORING THEORIES, POLICIES AND 
PRACTICES FROM SIERRA LEONE 

 

WEEK 1 Introduction to development and planning 

STEP 1.9 Urban growth in Africa and Freetown (VIDEO) 

 

Video 

This video is available via UCL Media Central. The video can be downloaded 
using an icon below the video. 

https://mediacentral.ucl.ac.uk/Play/13995  

 

This video will bring you to the city Freetown and begin to introduce the 
scale of its urban expansion. 

It is important to understand the historical context of the city in order to 
understand the current situation - including the legacy of colonialism and the 
planning that was undertaken at that time, which is still visible when looking at 
maps of the city centre. 

This planned area of Freetown is now surrounded on all sides by the 
unplanned city that has grown around it. Remember, it is key not just to 
consider and understand the challenges presented by this rapid urban growth, 
but also the opportunities it provides. 
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